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Interests of High School Seniors of the Science Program to Study in
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Abstract

A descriptive study aimed to investigate interests of high school senior of the science
program to study in the faculty of Agro-Industry, Chiang Mai University, including reasons
affecting their decision-making process. A sample of Mathayom Suksa 6 students in the
science-mathematics program in 17 provinces of the northern region, public and private
schools, were examined. Data were collected during January-March 2012 by using 5,100 copies
of a questionnaire. In time, 5,086 copies or as 99.7% of the questionnaire were returned. Data
were analyzed by the program to present in statistical analysis; percentage and mean.
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The findings revealed that as much as 60.38% of the students knew or had ever
heard about the faculty of Agro-Industry of Chiang Mai University by means of websites
(66.27%), campus tours (42.98%), senior students and teachers in schools (42.23% and 34.42%
respectively). With regard to interests to study in the faculty of Agro-Industry, the majority of
students as much as 55.15% were not interested in studying in this faculty. However, 35.33%
of them would choose to study in this faculty but as the second and the third choice as 22.48
and 14.80% respectively, while 14.30% of them would choose it as the first choice. In respect
of the faculty’s programs, the most attractive one was Food Science and Technology (35.05%),
followed by Agro-Industrial Biotechnology (16.63%) and Food Process Engineering (16.29%).
Regarding reasons to study in this faculty, 32.88% of them saw a broad range of career
opportunities while 24.01% considered from their grade point average (GPA), 23.16% thought
about career advancement, and 22.79% relied on their scores in Admission Exam.

Keywords: program advertisement, motivating choices for study, popularity of study fields,
GPA and selection on field of study
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