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Abstract

The objectives of the current investigation
entitled “Motivation of Students to Study in
Graduate Programs at Department of Operative
Dentistry and Endodontics, Faculty of Dentistry,
Mahidol University” were: (1) To investigate the
students’ motivations to study in graduate
programs at the aforementioned bureau and (2)
To compare the motivations by various personal
informations, i.e., gender, age, undergraduate
institution, working experience, and income. Thirty-
seven graduate students whom entered the
programs in academic year 2012 and 2013 were

requested to complete a questionnaire. The size
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of sample was calculated by Taro Yamane’s
formula. In brief, the questionnaire composed of
the personal informations of each attendant and
motivations to study in graduate programs. The
analytical methods employed in this study were
frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation,
t-test, and one-way analysis of variance (ANOVA)
using SPSS program.

The results indicated that overall level
of motivation to study in graduate programs at
Department of Operative Dentistry and
Endodontics, Faculty of Dentistry, Mahidol
University had the average value of 4.87 (Score
1-5). In total of 7 aspects, 6 were categorized in
the highest level: Reputation of Mahidol University
(X = 5), Readiness for education (X = 5),
Excellence in research and innovation (X = 5),
Well-renowned educators (X = 5), Match the
social demands (X = 4.95), and Pride of student
at Mahidol University (X = 4.95). Another aspect,
Impact from media and personal persuasions, was
categorized in the high level (X = 4.19). For
personal informations, none of the data influenced
the motivation to study in graduate programs at
Department of Operative Dentistry and
Endodontics, Faculty of Dentistry, Mahidol
University at the significant level of 0.05.
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