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The Relationship between the Attitudes towards the Competencies based on
International Education Standards for Professional Accountants and Working
Efficiency of Prince of Songkla University Finance and Accounting Officers
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Abstract
This study aimed to 1. explore Prince of Songkla University (PSU) finance and
accounting officers’ attitudes towards the competencies based on International Education
Standards for Professional Accountants, 2. explore PSU finance and accounting officers’
attitudes towards their own working efficiency, and 3. examine the relationship between the
former and the latter. The sample size was 170 officers. And it was calculated using Taro
Yamane formula with 95% confidence level. A questionnaire was used to gather data.
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Descriptive statistics used to analyze the data included the frequency distribution, percentage,
mean, standard deviation, and correlation coefficient. The study revealed that the
competencies based on International Education Standards for Professional Accountants were
at high level.The technical skills were interpreted as a moderate level. The professional skills
was at a high level. The values, ethics and professional attitudes were at the highest level.
PSU finance and accounting officers’ attitudes towards their own working efficiency were also
at a high level. The relationship between PSU finance and accounting officers’ attitudes
towards the competencies based on International Education Standards for Professional
Accountants and their working efficiency had a positive association with a correlation
coefficient between 0.392-0.641. The value of technical skills was 0.424, and self-management
skills as well as interpersonal skills were 0.600 and 0.457 respectively, which were interpreted
as a moderate association. The value of intelligence skills was 0.392, which was interpreted
as a weak association at 0.01 level of significance. This weak association may, therefore, affect
the PSU finance and accounting officers’ operations and require improvement.

Keywords: competencies, intemational education standards, professional accountants, working efficiency
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