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Inter-hospital Information Systems and Consent for Treatment
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Abstract

Currently, the consent to disclose medical history information from the data owners is
crucial for disease diagnosis and effective treatment. Generally, consent is given within the
hospital where the patient is being treated. In case a patient is treated in more than one hospital,
hospitals cannot disclose the patient’s medical history to other hospitals. If the patient agrees to
disclose their medical history, the data is in the form of documents or CDs as each hospital has
different information systems. The application of the information system used in the linkage of
Thailand’s health data has been implemented for services between the Faculty of Medicine Siriraj
Hospital, Siriraj Piyamaharajkarun Hospital, and Golden Jubilee Medical Center to be able to
display more treatment history data between these three hospitals. Patients can give the online
consent instantaneously during the doctor’s visit. The implementation of the national health data
linkage system, in terms of consent to display treatment history between both government and
private hospitals across the country that participate in the project by developing the data linkage
system of three hospitals can facilitate (1) Doctors can easily access the patient's history with
correct and current data (2) Patients receive rapid diagnosis without needing to postpone "the
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appointment" to obtain past medical history (3) patient's cost arising from duplicated investigation
will be reduced (4) travel time and costs in requesting patient’s medical history will be reduced
(5) the X-rays results can be accessed by the three hospitals immediately upon meeting the
doctor. However, limitations in the part of consent and identify verification in some diagnostic
processes were found in the implementation of the data linkage system of three hospitals.
Keywords: Consent, Personal Data, Hospital information systems.
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