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Abstract

This article aims to study basic color terms and non-basic color terms in Thai Sign
Language. We analyzed and categorized them. The findings rerealed that 1) there were two
methods of the basic color terms: 1.1) pointing the parts of body: red, black, and white and
1.2) using initial sign language as Fingerspelling and handshape movement: purple, dark blue,
green, pink, blue, yellow, and khaki. On the other hand, 2) there were three methods on the
non-basic color terms for 10 colors: 2.1) mixing basic color terms with levels of strong and
weak colors: dark red, dark green, light green, light blue, and dark blue, 2.2) defining specific
things: gold, silver, and cream, 2.3) borrowing from American sign language words: brown,
orange, and grey.
Keywords: color terms, Thai Sign Language, basic color terms, non-basic color terms
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